
 
 
 

Thursday 1st December 2016 
 

OMOV elections and alterations to the composition of the National Committee 
 
The Steering Committee agreed to take steps to ensure all Momentum members are 
represented fairly on the National Committee. Additional delegates were added to the 
National Committee either: 
 
a) Through regional networks 
b) By a one-member-one-vote (OMOV) e-ballot 
 
In addition, OMOV elections were used to re-elect the delegates for the liberation 
strands. 
 
This report will provide information on the following: 
 

1. Liberation delegates OMOV 
1.1 Self-organised group representation  

2. Additional regional OMOV delegates from areas without groups 
3. Calculations for additional regional delegates (from regional networks and 

by OMOV) 
4. Table of adjustments 
5. Election details 

 
* * * 

 
1. Liberation delegates 

 
For the first National Committee, liberation delegates were elected by small working 
groups and the two seats reserved for women’s representatives were vacant. This 
interim process was agreed by the launch reference group of MPs for the first National 
Committee before Momentum had any members.  
 
As the equalities/liberation strands are not yet developed across the whole of the UK, it 
was felt by the Steering Committee that an online, OMOV ballot was the most legitimate 
mechanism for electing liberation delegates to the third National Committee. Only 
members who self-identified as belonging to one of the liberation groups when joining 
(BAME, LGBT, Disability and Women) were able to participate in the elections. 
 



 
 
 

 
1.1 Self-organised groups representation:  
 

Self organised groups  Number of delegates 

Y&S 2 (election through MYS national committee) 

Women  2  

BAME  1 + one delegate from Black Connextions  

Disability  2 (at least one must be a woman) 

LGBT+ 2 (at least one must be a woman) 
 
 
2. Additional regional OMOV delegates from areas without groups 
 
A mapping exercise was completed with a snapshot of the membership data on 
Thursday 20th October. The National Committee was set up prior to Momentum 
becoming a membership organisation, and a mapping exercise of our members showed 
there to be a significant number of members living in areas not covered by a verified 
local group (approximately 33%). This meant that these members did not have the 
opportunity to be represented through their local and regional structures.  
 
To ensure fair representation of all members on the National Committee, OMOV 
elections in 6 regions where there were significant numbers of members without verified 
local groups has taken place (the calculations are detailed below). The regions are: 
North West, West Midlands, Yorkshire and Humber, London, South West and South 
East. Only members who live in areas within those regions which are not covered by a 
verified local group were eligible to stand and vote in the election.  
 
The National Committee has therefore grown by 6 additional seats, filled by the newly 
elected regional representatives. The election of representatives for each liberation 
strand (LGBT+/BAME/Women/Disability) is to democratically fill existing seats, which 
were previously agreed and ratified by the National Committee.  
 
This structure is interim until Momentum’s February National Conference, when all of 
Momentum’s structures will be determined. 
 



 
 
 

 
3. Calculation for additional regional seats and composition of National 
Committee 
 
The member:delegate ratio is detailed below. This ratio has been used to calculate 
which regions are entitled to more delegates through the regional networks and/or 
through OMOV where there are members without groups. 
 

Members in regions  Number of delegates  

0 > 800  2 (at least one must be a woman) 

800 > 1600 3 (at least one must be a woman) 

1600 > 2400  4 (at least two must be a woman) 

2400 > 3200 5 (at least two must be a woman) 

< 3200  6 (at least three must be a woman) 
 
Additional delegates through regional networks are calculated by: 
 

a) Number of members who have a local group  
 

OMOV delegates are calculated by: 
 

b) Number of members who have a local group + members who don’t have a 
local group. If the calculation of b) brings the number of members into a new 
quota then an additional delegate must be elected from an OMOV vote of 
members in that region without a local group.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
4. Table of adjustments  
 

Region Members 
with 
groups  

Members 
with groups 
+ members 
without 
groups  

Delegates 
elected from 
local groups  

Delegates 
elected by 
OMOV votes  

Overall 
change 

East 576* n/a* 2 0 2 to 2 

East 
Midlands 

1110 1116 2+1 0 2 to 3 

London  3112 3626 4+1 1 4 to 6 

North East  425** 618 2 0 2 to 2 

North West  1922 
 

2428 3+1 1 3 to 5 

Scotland  n/a*** 410 2 0  2 to 2 

South East 911 2330 3 1 3 to 4 

South West  1136 1957 2+1 1 2 to 4 

Yorkshire 
and Humber  

1271 1717 2+1 1 2 to 4 

Wales  n/a*** 670 2 0 2 to 2 

West 
Midlands 

581 936 2 1 2 to 3 

 
These calculations are based on the membership data on Thursday 20th October 2016. 
Since then membership data has increased by 1247 members due to a membership 
drive from the National Office and a surge following the election of Donald Trump. 
Furthermore, a number of groups that were pending/registered during this period may 
now be verified.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

N.B. 
 
*Due to technical problems on Nationbuilder (the database software Momentum 
currently uses), the National Office were not able to calculate the membership of some 
councils in the Eastern region. The meant that the Steering Committee were unable to 
calculate the number of Momentum members without local groups. However, the 
Steering Committee agreed to go ahead with elections without this information. This 
technical glitch has now been rectified by the Digital Team. 
 
**In this calculation, Cumbria is included in the North West. However, Cumbria should 
be included in the North East region. This is an error due to the way Nationbuilder 
organises data. It uses the European Constituency boundaries, rather than the Labour 
Party regional boundaries. Unfortunately, this was not discovered by staff until after the 
first mapping exercise (Thursday 20th October) and after e-ballots were issued for the 
OMOV vote. This means that members in Cumbria without groups were able to stand 
and vote in the North West.  
 
However, it is worth noting that this error does not affect the delegate entitlement of 
the North West or North East. The North West would still have been entitled to an 
OMOV delegate, even without the Cumbria membership. The North East would still not 
have been entitled to an additional delegate, even if the Cumbria membership had been 
included.  
 
(North West) 2428 - 142 (Cumbria) = 2286 
(North East) 618 + 142 (Cumbria) = 760  
 
*** Scotland and Wales have independent structures with Campaign for Socialism and 
Welsh Labour Grassroots respectively.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
5. OMOV election details  
 

Election  Number of 
candidates 

Electorate  Number of 
individuals 
who voted  

Percentage 
of electorate 
who voted  

LGBT+ (two places) 25 2040 298  14.6% 

Women (two places) 26 7646 728  9.5% 

BAME (one place) 38 1398 189 13.5% 

Disabled (two places) 40 2416 341 14.1% 

Yorkshire & Humber 
(one place) 

4 226 23 10.2% 

West Midlands (one 
place) 

6 319 53  16.6% 

South West (one 
place) 

13 897 110 12.3% 

South East (one place) 16 1319 158 12% 

North West (one 
place) 

4 670 105 15.7% 

London (one place) 6 215 29 13.5% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
6. Results from the OMOV elections  
 
As agreed by the Officers of the Steering Committee, the OMOV elections were counted 
by OpenSTV software, using Scottish STV.  
 

Election Winner 
No of First 
pref Final vote Threshold 

LGBT+ (Women 
only) Josie Runswick 48 111 139 

LGBT+ (Open) David Braniff Herbert 51 134 150 

Womens Laura Murray 78 242 243 

Womens Anita Downs 87 226 243 

BAME Huda Elmi 36 84 95 

Disabled (Women 
only) Caroline Richardson 72 128 143 

Disabled (open) Mary Rose Drew 29 78 114 

Yorkshire and 
Humber Lucy Rebecca Mooring 14 14 14 

West Midlands Manda Scott 18 43 27 

South West Chris Benham 32 84 56 

South East 
Lara Claire Patricia 
Johnson 19 78 80 

North West Marcus Barnett 45 55 53 

London Elly Baker 9 19 15 
 
 
 


