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Item 12
Local Government Service Group Executive: 9 February 2023

Apprenticeships/Apprentices

The official minimum wage for apprentices currently stands at £4.81 per hour, but from April 2023 it will increase to £5.28 aligning it with the 16-17 year old NMW rate. The apprentice rate continues to be used predominantly for apprentices under the age of 19. A fall in the number of apprentices doing lower-level apprenticeships has driven growth in median pay, but it is these apprentices who will be most affected by alignment with the 16–17 year old rate. UNISON continues to campaign for better pay for apprentices across the UK. There are plans by the Low Pay Commission to carry out an Apprenticeship Evaluation Survey in 2023, which would help to confirm the trends we see in pay and coverage, and to examine more detailed breakdowns.
National Apprenticeship Week 2023 In England and Wales and Northern Ireland will be celebrated between 6 – 12 February 2023. Scottish Apprenticeship Week 2023 will be celebrated between 6 – 10 March 2023.  The theme is “Skills for Life”; reflecting on how apprenticeships can help individuals to develop the skills and knowledge required for a rewarding career, and businesses to develop a talented workforce that is equipped with future-ready skills. 
During National Apprenticeship Week for England, Wales, Northern Ireland and Scottish Apprenticeship Week we want to see more local government employers signing up, and more branches using the UNISON Apprenticeship Charter as a campaign tool to ensure apprenticeships deliver a positive outcome for both apprentices and employers. It spells out both what rights apprentices should have, and what responsibilities employers owe them, with the aim of creating apprenticeships that work for everyone. 

We will write and ask branches and regions to promote National Apprenticeship Week and Scottish Apprenticeship Week 2023 and encourage their members working as apprentices in local government. Branches will also be asked to complete a short online survey about the adoption of the UNISON Apprenticeship Charter.
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